1. Email List Election Policy

1.1. This policy and procedure is to establish appropriate and fair use of town sponsored email lists during an election season.

1.2. Candidates may, of course, set up their own email lists and web sites and this policy does not affect the content of those lists and sites in any way. This policy affects only the town sponsored email lists and what may be posted there.

1.3. No electioneering will be allowed on a town sponsored email list by anyone except as specified in these rules. Negative attacks shall not be allowed.

1.4. Candidates may make one TownTalk post announcing their candidacy and positions. This post may contain self-promoting statements. This post may endorse other candidates but shall not speak against any person or candidate. This post may include contact information including references to web sites.

1.5. Candidates may also make other posts to TownTalk that do not contain electioneering. They may participate in discussions on topics and issues but shall not mention any of the following: 1) the election, 2) that they are a candidate, 3) other candidates directly or indirectly.

2. Email List Election Procedure

2.1. All town sponsored email lists shall be fully moderated for 4 to 8 weeks prior to an election. The town administrator shall decide when to begin such moderation within that time frame. Full moderation means that every message will require approval before being posted to the email list. Messages that are deemed to fall outside of these guidelines will be rejected.

2.2. The town may appoint one or more Special Email Administrators (SEA) who ideally live outside of the election area and can claim to be neutral to all parties to moderate the lists until the election is over.

3. Email List Election Announcements

3.1. The SEA or town staff may occasionally announce the election to TownTalk and/or TownAnnounce. The announcement will include basic election information, such as the date, time and place of voting and a neutral list of candidates. 

3.2. This neutral list of candidates shall include those candidates whose name will appear on the ballot. A write-in candidate may be included if a petition is submitted signed by at least 15 qualified voters requesting that the candidate be included in the email election announcements. 

3.3. This neutral list of candidates is a simple list of candidate names, the office they are running for and any public contact information provided by the candidates for use in this list. It shall not contain endorsements, associations, tag lines or other promotional items. 

3.4. The public contact information in this neutral list of candidates may include telephone numbers, address, email address and/or a web site. All candidates shall be given the opportunity to provide such public contact information, but they are not required to provide any information by this policy. Failing to provide such contact information will not prevent their name from being listed as a candidate and shall not prevent the list from publishing contact information for other candidates. 

3.5. If a private individual sets up their own email list for electioneering and if it is open to all, the announcement may include a reference to it. 

3.6. The announcement shall include a disclaimer of the form: References to web sites and email lists were provided by private individuals and/or candidates and the content of those sites are not under the control or responsibility of the Town of Riverdale Park.

3.7. The announcement may include the above "Email List Election Policy" section. 

3.8. The announcement may also include any election news considered important by the SEA or town staff. Such news should be listed in a manner that is neutral and fair to all candidates. As an example, if a candidate dies or withdraws from an election, that fact could be stated along with references on how to get more information.
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