Contractors Recommended in Brookland

Last Updated: 2007-11-26
Compiled by Rob Keithan, 13th Street NE. robkeithan@gmail.com 

How this list is compiled: when contractors are recommended or discouraged on the listserv, I copy that posting and put it into the appropriate category below. I now consistently record the poster and date as well—entries without that information are probably from 2003 or 2004. If you wish to remain anonymous in your endorsement or critique, please let me know. In general I have not listed individuals or companies advertising themselves, only those who have been recommended.  
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General Information: Finding a Contractor

A few months ago Urban Referrals was written up in the Post's Sunday Source. http://www.urbanreferrals.com/how.htm  It's a business that specializes in hooking up contractors and homeowners. They do much of the footwork finding licensed, bonded, insured, contractors. I found Bob Nunes through that service and he renovated my bathroom exactly as I specified. Although ultimately they have no hand in the business you arrange with your contractor, they have been good about follow-up inquiries.

Denise Rosenblatt<denise.rosenblatt@ed.gov>
14th & Varnum

General Information: Selecting a Contractor

Not a contractor myself, but I know some and have some experience with various design trades/professions.  Clients need to understand the "unattainable triad": it's a law of project management: you can't simultaneously optimize Schedule, Price, and Quality. In other words:

· You can get Good Work, Fast, if you're willing to pay for it.

· You can get Good Work, Cheap, if you're willing to wait for it to get done.

· You can get Fast Work, Cheap, if you don't expect excellence.

When you select and negotiate with a contractor, you need to know which of the triad is most important to you, and which you're willing to sacrifice. Expecting all three will only lead to conflict and disappointment. (One should also weigh friends' and neighbors' reviews in terms of which of the triad is/was most important to them, or whether they had reasonable expectations.) From Kaye <klbrubak@eng.umd.edu
Architects/Structural Engineers

· For my deck (double-decker) I used Keith Butler of "Now or Later Consulting Services."  He is an architect and construction consultant.  He actually designed my deck and then managed the construction process, which included putting the contract out to bid to several contractors (with whom he was familiar) and regularly inspecting the process.  The extra cost for his consulting services was well worth relieving myself of having to get permits, city inspections, bids, etc.  He works in the city often and is familiar with the processes here. His contact information is: Office: (301) 390-5877 Fax:(301) 390-2971 22 Mar 2006 From: "Joe Cullinan" <joe_cullinan@yahoo.com>
· I recommend Richard Houghton as your architect. Richard lives in Brookland and has been very active in the neighborhood. After years with a prestigous DC architectural firm, Richard has opened his own practice. You can contact him either by email -- Richard Hougton mrac.brookland@verizon.net; or by phone -- 202-526-7380. Posted by: "Tara Tappert" t_tappert@yahoo.com  Aug 25, 2006  

Building Materials

· Community Forklift, http://www.communityforklift.com. From their website: “We’re lifting up communities with low-cost building materials! At our very large warehouse, you can donate new and used building materials to receive a tax deduction, or you can purchase materials at prices that are 40% - 80% below retail. Located in greater Hyattsville, Maryland, we serve the Washington DC metro area. See below for contact information and hours. We are a project of Sustainable Community Initiatives, a 501c3 nonprofit organization.” 4671 Tanglewood Drive, Edmonston, MD 20781 Call: 301-985-5180   Email: Info@CommunityForklift.com. Note from Rob, the keeper of this list: I love Community Forklift, and I encourage readers to check it out. Even if you don’t need anything, just stop by to get a sense of what they have. Reusing materials can be cheaper, helps to conserve resources, and can add beauty and character to a project.  Rob Keithan robkeithan@gmail.com   

Carpet Installation

· Posted by: "Team Haer" teamhaerproperties@verizon.net  Nov 6, 2006. Our neighbor Eddie Campbell on 22nd b/w Otis and Perry does a great job. He has helped us out numerous times.Tell him Linda and Steve on Otis recommended him. His # is 832.4309. Best of luck!:) Linda Gualtieri Haer. 
· From: Jacob Abbott <jakeabbott@yahoo.com. November 6, 2006. We have used Ahmir, with Discount Carpet several times. His prices are hard to beat and he can install quickly....usually next day. Ahmir 301-736-7777. --Jake, 13th and otis
· Posted by: "Bill Hunter" hunterw4@yahoo.com  Nov 8, 2006. Thank you all for the recommendations...I would like to second the recommendation below. I called Discount Carpet (Ahmir) in the afternoon on Monday, he showed to give the estimate at 9:00pm that same night, and had his team show up the next day at 1pm to install the carpet. A 16 hour turnaround, and about 20 to 40% cheaper than anyone else I called. I highly recommend them! --Bill

Chimney

· Prince Chimney Service  529-0098. They came to our house 2 days ago and did a phenomenal job.  We had carbon monoxide poisoning, with a family member ending up in the hospital for two days as a result.  Freddie Prince came on the day that we called him and spent hours cleaning out the debris that backed up our ventilation system.

Doors

· We used the Door Warehouse (I think it's called) in Hyattsville right by Peace Cross, just before the railroad tracks (sorry - I'm bad at knowing the names of the roads).  They were great - not necessarily cheap but very reliable and helpful.   From: Lorie Allion <asclorie@yahoo.com>
Electrical

· For electrical work: JH Bradby 726-5600 has always done my electrical work, 
very well and at good cost.  They are on Georgia Avenue.

· For an electrician, I can recommend John Donnelly, 301.938.2728. I got his name from   this list-serve, and I found him to be reliable, fast and well- priced. He told me that he's been working in the Brookland area for many years. Recommender unknown. Second rec: John Donnelly was quite effective, friendly, thorough and economical. He's been doing work in Brookland for years. We had a problem with a loose wire and took the time to track it down. I recommend him highly.  He's at 301.938.2728 Dan on Perry Place From: Peteanddan@aol.com Wed, 8 Mar 2006
· I had a few new outlets installed both inside and outside my house. I used Michael & Son (800-948-MIKE or www.michaelandson.com). They showed up when promised, were friendly, got the job done, and my lights still work. (That's my checklist for a good job.) I think the cost was about $175/outlet, but I don't recall if that was for the inside/outside work. The cost will depend on how much labor is involved in running wire to your fuse box. Make sure you ask the electrician to verify the total capacity of your main breaker. Some older homes may be limited in how many new outlets can be added before the main panel needs to be upgraded. Recommender unknown.
· We had Mr. Electric do some wiring and re-wiring, including installing a ceiling fan. They don’t give free estimates, but their pricing is based on a book of standard charges, so you can see exactly how much the various parts of your project cost. They did excellent work and I definitely recommend them. Rob Keithan robkeithan@gmail.com   

· If you need an electrician, I highly recommend Christian Iancolescu.  He can handle new wiring, old wiring, big jobs and small jobs.  He is finishing up some work at my house and I offered to share his contact information to the listserv.  His work is excellent and his rates can't be beat.  His cell phone is: (714) 797-2175. Abigail Padou <abigail_padou@yahoo.com>
· I too had great luck with an electrician.  His name is Mario and truly did an outstanding job.  So much so that two of my neighbors did their electrical with him.  He is meticulous and extremely timely and dependable (two of my top requirements). Mario's cell is (240) 426-6509. Robert Moriarty <robert.moriarty@mac.com>
Electrical Contractor to Avoid
· Congressional Electric. Since there was some discussion recently on companies and contractors, I  thought Id add to the group and give my experience with Congressional Electric...

If anyone is looking for a reputable, honest, fair company that does excellent work, this is NOT the company to use. After 2 years of fighting with them over the quality of their work, our dispute ended yesterday. The experience I had with them is that they are disorganized, are prone to the "bate and switch" style of estimating (one person comes out to estimate and a worker shows up not knowing the scope of work and he re-estimates and its higher), and their work is seriously substandard. I had to pay a new electrician to redo ALL the work they had done in my house + a retainer fee to a lawyer to fight them. Big money for a job that should have just been done correctly to begin with. When their work was inspected - it failed. Being a first time homeowner made me a perfect candidate for them to cut corners. Not knowing anything about electric or wiring at the time had me thinking they were doing what I asked - what was listed on the contract. To the contrary... the skipped line items, interpreted things their way (ie: installing outlets rather than NEW WIRES), pulled inadequate permits (per DC Permit Office) and disappeared from the job on more than one occasion. The job was estimated to take 6-8 days. It took 2 months. Not only are the owners disagreeable and nasty to talk to, they are inflexible, do not stand by their work and are agressive in taking action for payment even when they KNOW the work is crap. They clearly do not believe in customer service.

I’ve no doubt there are good companies out there that want the business of many of the homeowners in our fantastic neighborhood let alone this city but Congressional isnt one of them. I would advise anyone thinking of using Congressional Electric to really be careful. Electric is such an important piece of any 
home and the last thing anyone needs is to have faulty wiring or end up paying big money to redo what they did incorrectly. Even my GC wont use them again.. Posted by: "brooklander@aol.com" brooklander@aol.com Aug 30, 2006

Exterminators

Give Michael Wannamaker a call, his numbers are 202-375-0278 (c) or 302-423-7322. He's very reasonable and very dependable. Just tell him that Ms. Howard on Varnum Street, NE referred you to him. joymommuff@yahoo.com>

Exterminators to Avoid

· Michael did work at my house. I found him very hard to work with. He was not listening to my needs, just literally started going through my house mumbling under his breath. He put traps for mice that did not catch any mice. He did not go around looking for holes where mice come in. My pest problem continued, when I called him again, it seemed that his service guarantee expired and I was left again with the same problem and no solution. I recently used Terminix. So far, so good... Posted by: "Ljiljana Komnenic" l_komnenic@yahoo.com   Mon Nov 5, 2007. I also has a similar experience with Mike Wannamaker; he largely ignored my explanation of the situation and was hard to reach when his plan did not work. Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com 

Flooring

· Hector Flores of A Plus Flooring Specialists did a fantastic job for us (we are on Taylor Street).  His number is 202-359-0950.  If you use him, please let him know that Jonathan Smith referred you.  Good luck!

· I know a Bolivian man very well who refinishes floors. His  name is Cele Velasquez and lives in Mt. Pleasant. His phone is 986-3203 or 483-9132. From 4 Jun 2004.  Daniel Wolkoff <amglassart@yahoo.com>
· Call Ronald Arnold at Georgetown Hardwood Floors.  301.808.2344.  Please give him my best.  He's done two houses for me, on my "hustle I need it now" time frame.  Betsy Cavendish, betsycavendish@msn.com 

General Contracting

· Howard Sampler, Complete Carpentry and Remodeling Service, 202-678-2356.  We just had some work done on our house, including a new deck, and are very pleased with the contractor (though not very pleased with the DC permit process - took 2 months to get the deck permit). We highly recommend him.    28 May 2004 From: "Zawislanski, Anna" <AZawislanski@air.org>
· Ray Soto of DeSoto Construction repaired my crumbling cement front steps at 1253 Newton, as well as doing all kinds of drywall, painting, re-tiling the kitchen and various repair and replace work throughout.  He's over there now, I believe, or call him on his cell at 327-0298.  Good luck.  Betsy Cavendish, betsycavendish@msn.com
· I'd like to highly recommend USA Builders LP. They passed out flyers recently in the neighborhood so you may have heard of them. They just finished up some plumbing/caulking/fence repair work for me. They showed up to give me an estimate the same day I called and came by the next day to do the work. They were very thorough and professional. They did wonderful work and were priced BELOW my expectations. They spent about 4 hours at my house, and only charged me $170. Most  plumbers charge that much just to show up. It sounds like they do everything from small odd jobs to full house renovations. USA Builders 301-866-6300 Posted by: "hunterw4" hunterw4@yahoo.com  Bill, 18th and Otis Thu Jul 20, 2006 

· We have been undergoing a whole home renovation for the past 7 months, and ended up having a huge falling out with our contractor- essentially they went 15 weeks over schedule and still didn't finish by the time we kicked them out- so we needed someone to come in and finish up things. We highly recommend Willie Woodson for all sorts of around the house jobs. Some of the things he's done for us over the last month: Painting, Plastering, Hardwood Floor repair, Custom moulding installation, Reglazing and clean up of our original windows, Kitchen Cabinet Repair, Installation of a storm door, Repairing our privacy fence gates, Minor plumbing. Willie is very thorough and detailed and has been great to work with. He really saved us as far as finishing up the mess that our contractors made. I know he has a lot of experience and can do more-scopewise- then I have listed here. Give him a call if you need any help around the house! Hands On Home Improvements, Willie Woodson, 703.339.0482, oswwillie@aol.com. Let me know if you need any more info! Posted by: dweidenh@vt.edu   Oct 1, 2006
· I want to highly recommend to all of my neighbors Jorge Fuentes, a great electrician/plumber/painter/landscaper/hardwood floor sander/all-around home repairer, who is now going out on his own. Jorge has done lots of work for me in my house and I have found him to be extremely reliable and capable, scrupulously honest, and his services reasonably priced. If you need any work done around your home, big or small, please call him. You can reach him at 301-537-4927. Posted by: "leslie.hunter" leslie.hunter@comcast.net  Oct 4, 2006 

· We recently had our stairs from the first floor to the basement refinished (sanded, stained, and sealed). Our contractor was Brandon Butler. He was reliable and very reasonable. You can contact him at bb@brandonbutler.net or 301-806-6351. His business card says "We fix and build stuff" in and around DC. Thanks, Heather on 15th Posted by: "Heather Phipps" heathbleau@yahoo.com  Thu Oct 12, 2006. 

· I second that endorsement. I've had several things done by Brandon as well. He is a well experienced, all around handyman! I would recommend him to anyone! He's replacing the windows on my back porch this month and he's previously done plaster work, painting and small electrical fixes. Kathy on 17th Posted by: "Kathy Venaglia" kvenaglia@bvbadvertising.com  Oct 12, 2006. 
· I fully concur with the aforementioned compliments/endorsement. In August, Brandon custom made a valance for our windows accented with molding trims and he was also able to put in window frames where previously none had existed. We are extremely pleased with his work and tenacity to do it right. Anita on 20th Posted by: hmc0@cdc.gov  Oct 13, 2006

Heating/AC
· We've used John C. Flood in the past and been very happy with their service, workmanship, timeliness and warranties. All of their work is warranteed for a year and then parts usually carry a manufacturer's warranty. When we've needed them they been very punctual. For example, our heater stopped heating Sunday afternoon and we called and requested a Monday service call, the tech was at our house by 9am Monday morning. I'm not sure that's Flood is the least expensive in the city but after a few really bad experiences with the economical we're willing to pay Flood for the peace of mind. Date: 13 Feb 2004 Pamela Duffy pduffy@monarchsolutions.com


· We just had our furnace replaced by Energy Systems, a company recommended by our realtor, and all went well! The repair guys were friendly and, after checking with family, the price seemed right. Energy Systems, 301-384-1789. Jen @ Evarts.
· A little while ago someone on the list-serve asked for a recommendation for a heating/ac person. Since 1987 I have been using Malcolm Robinson, owner of R & R Climate Control.  He is located in Hyattsville.  His number is 301 559-0500.  I recommend him whole-heartedly. Judy Daniel <judith.daniel2@verizon.net> 22 Mar 2006

· A few weeks ago, there was discussion on this listserve regarding Magnolia Plumbing's quality of service. At the end of the discussion, Chris Magnolia asked Brooklanders to give the comany another try (see Posted by: cmagnolia@lineageservices.com  Thu Aug 3, 2006). We had mixed experience w Magnolia in the past, but this seemed like a reasonable opportunity to give Magnolia a second chance with our 2nd floor AC system. It took 2 visits to thoroughly diagnose and fix the problem. Our system is old, had multiple problems. We kept in touch w Magnolia Owner Chris. After the first visit failed to get the system working, the second visit, with the company's best HVAC tech, was at no charge.

Evaluation: On the one hand, it took two visits. I am not sure the second visit would have been free, but that we told Chris we'd evaluate him, however it turned out, on this list serve. On the other hand, they were prompt and ultimately dependable. Our old system posed several diagnostic challenges. And good HVAC technicians are hard to find and hold onto (I know this because I am in the facilities business). I think there is real value in a company wanting to maintain/improve their reputation. I'd call them for future work, and I would monitor their work closely, as I would with any contractor. We appreciated the owner's accessibility and professionalism. - Sarah Posted by: "Sarah Woodhead" sarahwoodhead@verizon.net   Aug 30, 2006 4:45 am

· Re: Central Air Conditioning. Hi Dalia--we used Argent Heating and Cooling to install a SpacePak system last January. They did a great job, and their bid came in much, much lower than other companies we spoke to. Here's a tip, though: January is a fabulous month to get home improvement projects done. It's apparently the least busy time for a lot of companies. We got a substantial discount for signing with Argent at that time. Posted by: "Martha Clarke" marthaberry@yahoo.com   Feb 21, 2007 2:22 pm (PST) 

Home Inspection
· I highly recommend Gary Mummert of Faro Systems, (301) 588-3260. His inspection was professional, thorough, and incredibly helpful. We even brought him back a year after we bought the house to help us prioritize and strategize about improvement. Recommended by Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com, Feb 2007.  
Insulation

· ACR is installing John Mann's formaldehyde free insulation in our house today.  I think that there number is 301 937 4710.  They are listed in the phone book under insulation.  I saw the formaldehyde free insulation advertised in Natural Home and This Old House.  There was not an extra charge to use it.   From: "Lauderdale, Melissa" <mlauderdale@eei.org>
· Call John Meggs with Nature Neutral in Charlottesville, VA (1/800/656-1961; www.natureneutral.com).  I believe John distributes both soy spray and cotton batt insulation.  We are planning to carry his products at our "Community Forklift" surplus & salvaged used building materials store, scheduled to open near Kenilworth Ave. later this year.  -- Jim (AIA/LEED) Date: Sun, 7 Nov 2004.

Kitchen Design/Remodeling Consultant

· My renovations were completed about 6 months ago, and I could never have done it without my kitchen designer- Fonda Webb.  She designed the heck  :-)  out of my problematic kitchen (an immovable chimney posed a huge design challenge) on a very limited budget. I literally had absolutely no worries during that part of the process- she handled every phase of the kitchen remodel, from meeting with my contractor to physically placing the order for materials.  And her very reasonable fee more than saved me in headaches and additional costs.  I wholeheartedly recommend her. Fonda Webb- (202) 491-6779. 23 Mar 2006 From: Ezinwanne Hawkins <enhawkins@yahoo.com>
Landscaping

· I recommend Turf Center Lawns: http://www.turfcenterlawns.com/. They did quality work, including some regrading and made good on guarantees. Recommended by Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com 

· Not sure how much work you need for your grading issue, but if you're looking for a landscaper to do that work, I can recommend AC Gregg of Gregg's Gardens. He did some landscaping work in my backyard, and I was really pleased with the results. 202.297.5841. Recommender unknown.
· About 1.5 years ago, I used AC Gregg of Gregg's Gardens to pull up ivy in my rowhouse backyard, till and lay sod. I was pleased with the job since the ivy hasn't come back and the sod took really well. I may have him come back this season since my large dog has managed to rip up the areas of the yard that AC Gregg didn't work on! AC Gregg, Gregg's Gardens LLC, 202-297-5841. Tue, 21 Mar 2006 From: "baringlake" <baringlake@yahoo.com>
Locksmith

· We've used Capitol Locksmith on Georgia Ave several times over the years, 882-5353. From Suzanne Griffith" <suzanne.griffith@zzapp.org>
· Date: Tue, 17 Jan 2006. I don't know of one in Brookland, but have had great luck with Capital Locks on Georgia Avenue NW, near Upshur. From: jezyckim@aol.com
· I have had good experiences with Lon Porter of Georgetowne Lock (202) 625-2601, or 625-SAFE(7233). From: "Rosenblatt, Denise" <denise.rosenblatt@ed.gov>
· We had a great experience with Jim Dunlap from AA Locksmith Service Co. in
Arlington (703-521-4990 / www.aalocksmithservice.com). He re-keyed our locks
and added a deadbolt where we needed one when we moved in. A few weeks later
we had some trouble with one of the locks sticking (I think the door had
expanded from humidity), and he came out to adjust things free of charge. Posted by: "Jaime S. Fearer" jaime.fearer@gmail.com  Tue Aug 1, 2006
· When we moved into our condo about two years ago our realtor recommended Joseph Wormack, 301-404-6158 (cell) to change our locks. He was great and came to change out our locks the same day. Hope that helps. Posted by: "Ellie Klerlein" ellieklerlein@gmail.com  Mon Oct 29, 2007

Metalworking

· Columbian Iron works. good prices. 202-584-6922. -Daniel Wolkoff <amglassart@yahoo.com>
Plaster

· Also, for anyone who needs some plaster or paint work done, I've had a lot of plaster work done (three separate projects) by George Lowns.  He  does amazing work -- everything from fixing old plaster work to tape, bed, and finish work on reconstruction.  I can't recommend him highly enough.  He his very honest and will get the work done quicker than you could imagine. George Lowns, 202-262-6214 (cell)

Plumbing

· Absolutely, positively, Dave Brown 240-793-8159.  I had a gas leak emergency over this past weekend and searched the old emails on this site for recommendations for a plumber.  Someone aggregated all the plumbers and comments about them.  Dave was at the top of the this aggregated list.  I called him and the next two down.  He answered my call within 10 minutes and was at my house within two hours (Sat. around 6pm and came back with the tools and supplies at 8-10:30pm) extremely efficient and professional and found a major leak that was missed by the gas company.  Oh and his rates, as stated in the list, were great!  BTW the other two on the list didn't call until late yesterday.   From: Robert Moriarty <robert.moriarty@mac.com> Tue, 28 Feb 2006.

· Posted by: "Kathy Venaglia" kvenaglia@bvbadvertising.com  Nov 8, 2006. Hi Jon! Welcome! I've had all of my plumbing, gas, water heater and gas fireplace work done by Plumbing Doctors. Call Dave Brown at (240) 793-8159. He's awesome!! Kathy on 17th.

· From Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com, Dec 27, 2006. I second this recommendation: we recently used Dave and were very pleased with his work and his customer service. 

· For plumbing, i have for quite some time used Seidel Plumbing and Heating, who are also in the neighborhood, have always done the work well, and have the added advantage of forgetting to send you a bill afterwards (i have called them to say: when do i pay? and the guy just says "we're getting around to it").   i really think they've done some work for me that they've never billed for!

· A wonderful plumber Kenny G. Glover 1-800-680-8531 (pager) -- the best way to reach him or 301-736-7273 (home). He does this part-time (he's a plumber for the fed. government the rest of the time) and really seems to know his stuff.  *Very reasonable* prices and a very nice & honest guy.

· I want to recommend Magnolia Plumbing, should you ever need a plumber.  Jeremiah Barnes and his partner were outstanding today, when dealing with me and my 30-hour flooding fiasco & D.C. government on my behalf. Their phone number is 202-829-8510. -Bren @ Monroe. 

· We would agree that Magnolia does good work.  They replaced all of the plumbing in our home, put in a new bathroom, and replaced the main sewer line.  My only caution is that if they're doing a big job for you, be sure to get every detail listed in a contract.  They offer a rather vague work order that leaves a lot of room for disagreement if you haven't thought through exactly what you want and need, or if additional work is needed once they "get inside" and see the real problems.  (I know this is good advice for any contractor, but it's especially good advice for Magnolia).  That said, we'd definitely use them again.  Kathy (16th and Newton)

· Anita, We had a very good experience with kitchen, bathroom, appliances, etc.  with Magnolia Plumbing.  They're a big family-owned company and they do good work.  You can find their phone number in the yellow pages and ask for Dominic Magnolia.  Kathy on Newton

· I found Kelly, the Wench with a Wrench, on this list when we moved in to the area and have found her to be extremely competent and helpful.  She works mostly in the Brookland area as well so she is very familiar with our area. Her # is 202-345-5187. From: "Greg Ewing" <gewing@gewing.com> 10th and Crittenden. 

· I second the recommendation for Kelly, the Wench with a Wrench. She did great work for us. Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com 

· I've been very happy with Dan Breeden, 301.672.1644 (cell). We've used him for a couple of years now (in our current Brookland house and the one we moved from), and have nothing but good things to say. Jen on Evarts

· I recommend Preston May. I met him at Home Depot a few weeks ago, and he saved our Thanksgiving holiday! I woke up to find my basement flooded with water and my water heater inoperable. He came out immediately, repaired the problem, including some new fittings, and all for less than half of what Home Depot was going to charge. He even came back out the next day (free of charge) to help with another problem we had. He is a godsend. Please tell him Ms. Hawkins from Irving St. recommended him. His # is (240) 416-2250. Recommender unknown.
· Tom Lopresti plumbing and heating  301-420-6589 has been really great for us. They replaced all the pipes in our house very quickly before we moved into the house and responded very quickly (2 hours) to a leak in the basement over Thanksgiving weekend.  Plus-- the prices are quite reasonable. Amber on Taylor <scottamber@juno.com>
· Try Lambden Plumbers in Bladensburg MD. The number I have for them is (202)546-1938. This is a family owned business that knows old houses. I've been using them for years. Posted by: "Christina Scheltema" daughterdutiful@yahoo.com  Sep 20, 2006 

· For those looking for a plumber, I highly recommend Raciel Suarez. He's a Brooklander himself, does excellent detailed work, is very dependable, good with clients, and recently renovated his own house, so he knows this profession from both ends! He's been doing informal work in the neighborhood for years while employed as a union journeyman at a large commercial company. He's helped us with several jobs, both small and medium (fortunately, we haven't had any big jobs!) He's now started his own business and so is available full time to folks in the neighborhood. You can contact him at 202-390-7745. Lorie on 15th Posted by: "Lorie Allion" asclorie@yahoo.com  Oct 10, 2006.  Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com, seconds this recommendation.  

· I've worked with Mike's Plumbing at 202-577-1114. He lives and works in the Brookland area and came highly recommended from the Ledroit, Bloomingdale, U Street, etc. listservs. He's reasonably priced, knowledgable and pleasant. Posted by: "A. Ferguson" anf1966@hotmail.com   Tue Oct 16, 2007. I used Mike's Plumbing for a basement flood 2 years ago when I lived in Bloomingdale on Ang's recommendation and concur with her assessment of his work. I haven't needed a plumber since, but still have his card and have recommended him to other people. Posted by: "nicole donnelly" nicole.donnelly@gmail.com Wed Oct 17, 2007

Roof and Gutters

· V&B Contracting replaced my porch roof very efficiently and at a good price 
(812-6803), and they're in the neighborhood too! 

· I noticed that you mentioned roofers on that list.  We used Hearn roofing (301-565-9300; Silver Spring) to replace our roofs.  They've been in business for decades (unlike others which tend to be 3-4 year old operations and offer long warranties they won't be here to back up), and seem incredibly stable.  We have neighbors on our block who have used them through the years and they commented when we had ours done that the same crew was doing the roofing three or four years later.  Very stable and family owned. Don’t remember who suggested. 


· Hearn Company. I followed the above recommendation and was very pleased. I found their estimator (Barry Couch) to be very honest and helpful, and they seemed to do excellent work (replaced chimney flashing, broken slates, and sealed roof ridge). Recommended by Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com. 
· I recommend Stephen Hull for gutter cleaning at 301-585-0740 in Takoma Park, MD. He is reasonably priced and has been doing this for a very long time. Recommender unknown. 
Stained Glass

· Just wanted to let you know that I've just put a new website up for my freelance stained glass business: www.rebostainedglass.com. I can design and build stained glass transoms for your doors, cabinet doors for your kitchen, and lots more. It looks really beautiful, both in older homes and ones with a more contemporary look.  Hope this isn't selling too much -- just wanted to let you know about a local source for art. Rebecca, Michigan and 14th Rebecca Hassell <jrdhassell@yahoo.com>
Trees

· We were really happy with Johnson's Tree Service, phone 301-275-5011,  who did a big job for us at 1331 Newton St. after a treetop broke off  in a windstorm and lodged in another tree. It was a difficult and  dangerous situation, and  they cleared it up with no damage to our  building or the neighbors' property.They gave us by far the lowest  estimate of three that we took, but they came well recommended so we  decided to go with them. They also cut down several  'junky' trees, and  we'll  be having them back to do more as soon as we can dig up some  money around here. Date: Sun, 5 Mar 2006 12:09:00 From: Richard Senerchia <richardsenerchia@yahoo.com>
Waterproofing

· B-DRY: After more than 10 years with a leaky basement we finally bit the bullet last May and hired the only waterproofing company that I ever heard anyone personally recommend: B-Dry (703-643-1671).  The basement's been dry ever since. From: Suzanne Griffith <evergladesdc@earthlink.net>
· RTS Environmental Solutions: I had an estimate from B-Dry for my Basement as well. I ended up using Paul Ramsey of RTS Environmental Solutions. He gutted my basement because I had excessive mold, put in a sump pump and a french drain on 2 walls. Its dry down there now! Paul Ramsey - 301-607-6276. From Elise, brooklander@aol.com.

· MER/Morrison of Virginia. Did OK work, but ended up charging much less than the estimate when it didn’t take as long. Recommended by Rob Keithan, robkeithan@gmail.com
Windows

· I recommend Lowes based in New Carrollton. We had them replace 15 windows in our house. They did a great job and were less expensive than other bids we solicited. Posted by: "Karen Jagielski" kjagielski@yahoo.com  Tue Nov 20, 2007 

· We used Crystal Exteriors and were pleased with their work. I was particularly impressed by the attention given to finishing the exteriors, and to how they worked to install a custom windows. http://www.crystalexteriors.com/  Posted by rob Keithan robkeithan@gmail.com Nov 26, 2007
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